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ruler began that devotion to the arts for
which Assyrian monarchs were famous.
After two centuries which were compara-
tively uneventful, there arose a strong ruler
named Asurnazirpal, who waged vigorous
wars on all sides and made Assyria a great
empire. Nineveh, which in the eleventh cen-
tury had been made the capital, rose to the
position of mistress of the Eastern world.
The successors of Asurnazirpal pushed their
armies in a westerly direction, making con-
quests in Syria and Phoenicia.
Sargon II was the founder of the last and
most glorious dynasty of Assyria (721-612
B. C.). He completely subjugated Babylonia,
overcame the Hittites, put an end to the
Kingdom of Israel and made Judah and the
Mediterranean cities pay tribute. His suc-
cessors, Sennacherib, Esarhaddon and Asur-
banipal (Sardanapalus), were kept busy
maintaining the supremacy of the Assyrian
power over the broad realm. Under Asur-
banipal, Assyria rose to the height of its
greatness; from the frontiers of India to the
Aegean Sea its rule was supreme. But as
the treasures of the world poured into the
capital, the people became fond of ease and
luxury and would not go to war to protect
their foreign possessions. Province after
province revolted, but Asurbanipal was a
powerful monarch and managed to keep Ms
kingdom intact. After his death, however,
the decline of Assyrian power was rapid.
Finally, in 612 b. a, the Babylonians under
Nabopolassar, the Chaldean, with the aid of
the Medes, overthrew Nineveh. Assyria was
then divided between the Medes and Baby-
lonians. See babylonia; niheveh; also
architecture.
AS'TEB, a genus of plants of the family
Compositae (which, see), including several
hundred species, mostly natives of North
America, although species are widely dis-
tributed in other regions. Many are culti-
vated as ornamental plants. Their name,
from the Greek word for star, refers to the
starlike flowers. Asters generally flower late
in the season, and in England they are known
as the Michaelmas daisy. The China aster
is a very showy annual, of which there are
many varieties in cultivation, some with
large, brilliantly colored heads that rival the
chrysanthemums.
AS'TEROIDS, or PLANETOIDS, a group
of very small planets revolving round the sun
between the orbits of Mars and Jupiter, re-
 markable for the eccentricity of their orbits
and the large size of their angle of inclina-
tion to the ecliptic. The diameter of the
largest is not supposed to exceed 450 miles,
while most of the others are very much
smaller, one at least being only twelve miles
in diameter. They number over 270, and
new members are being constantly discovered.
Ceres, the first of them, was discovered Jan*
uary 1, 1801, and within three years Pallas,
Juno and Yesta were seen. The extraordinary
smallness of these bodies and their nearness
to one another gave rise to the opinion that
they were but the fragments of a planet that
had formerly existed and had been brought
to an end by some catastrophe.
For nearly forty years investigations were
carried on, but no more planets were dis-
covered till December 8, 1845, when a fifth
planetoid, Astraea, was discovered in the
same region. The rapid succession of dis-
coveries that followed was for a time taken
as a corroboration of the disruptive theory;
but the breadth of the zone occupied makes
the hypothesis of a shattered planet more than
doubtful, and now each planetoid is supposed
to have had an independent origin. Eros
approaches the earth more nearly than any
other body excepting the moon. The mean
distances of the asteroids from the sun vary
between 200,000,000 and 300,000,000 miles;
the periods of revolution, between 1,191 days
(Flora) and 2,868 (Hilda). Their total mass
does not exceed one-fourth that of the earth.
ASTHMA, as'mah or a/mdh, a disorder of
the breathing apparatus, the symptoms of
which are difficulty in breathing, returning
at intervals; a feeling of weight across the
chest and in the lungs; a wheezing, hard
cough at first, which becomes more free to-
ward the close of each paroxysm. Asthma is
essentially a spasm of the muscular tissue
which is contained in the smaller bronchial
tubes. It attacks men more often than wo-
men, is often a disease of children and
seems, in some instances, to be hereditary.
The exciting causes are various—accumu-
lation of blood, or viscid mucus in the lungs,
exposure to noxious vapors, to a cold and
foggy atmosphere or to close, hot air. It
frequently follows such diseases as measles
and bronchitis. By far the most important
part of the treatment consists in removing
the exciting causes. It seldom proves fatal
except as it induces dropsy, consumption or
other disease.

